
WAC 173-180-015  Purpose.  This chapter establishes minimum 
standards for safe oil transfer operations to meet a zero spill goal 
established by the legislature. This chapter emphasizes:

(1) Using a scaled approach to protect people and the environ-
ment;

(2) Preventing oil spills from occurring and emphasizing that oil 
spill prevention is the top priority strategy for reaching the legis-
lature's goal of zero spills;

(3) Providing improved protection of Washington waters and natu-
ral resources from the impacts of oil spills caused by operational er-
rors, human errors, and improper oil handling equipment, design, and 
operations;

(4) Minimizing the size and impacts of those oil spills which do 
occur; and

(5) Facilitating coordination of local, state, regional, tribal, 
and other prevention and contingency plans.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.46.160, 88.46.165, 90.56.005, 90.56.050, 
90.56.200, 90.56.220, 90.56.230, and chapter 90.56 RCW. WSR 23-12-077 
(Order 21-03), § 173-180-015, filed 6/6/23, effective 7/7/23. Statuto-
ry Authority: RCW 88.46.160, 88.46.165, and chapter 90.56 RCW. WSR 
06-20-034 (Order 06-02), § 173-180-015, filed 9/25/06, effective 
10/26/06.]
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